COSFORD  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL,  1925, 

In  the  Administrative  County  of  West  Suffolk. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  on 
the  Health  and  Sanitary  condition  of  the  Cosford  Rural  District  during  the 
Twelve  months  ending  December  31st,  1925. 


NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

Area  (acres)  48572.  Population  (1921)  10370.  Estimated  (1925)  10440. 

Physical  Features,  etc.  The  District  is  undulating  in  character  and  varies  in  elevation  from 
300  to  90  feet  above  sea  level.  It  consists  mainly  of  Agricultural  land,  of  which  a very  large  proportion  is 
arable.  The  soil  is  for  the  most  part  of  a heavy  nature  ; and  the  sub-soil,  boulder,  clay  and  chalk. 

There  are  two  small  rivers. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1921)  2666. 

Number  of  occupiers  or  separate  families  (1921)  2698. 

£ 

Rateable  Value — Buildings  ...  28815 

Land  (quarter  rate)  6293 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  . . . 146 

Social  Conditions,  etc.  The  District  comprises  27  parishes  and  the  inhabitants  are  mainly 
engaged  in  Agriculture.  There  are  factories  at  Lavenham,  where  a small  number  of  men  and  women  are 
employed:  in  the  manufacture  of  horse  hair  cloth  and  cocoanut  fibre  matting. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Births.  There  were  179  births  registered  in  the  District  during  the  year  (88  males  and  91  females). 
The  Birth  Rate  for  the  year  is  17.1  per  thousand  of  the  estimated  population.  There  were  17 
illegitimate  births. 

The  Births  and  Birth  Rates  for  the  last  five  years  are  as  follows : — 


1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 

1925 

Births 

219 

189 

184 

188 

179 

Birth  Rates 

21.1 

18.1 

17.5 

17.8 

17.1 

Deaths.  The  number  of  deaths  from  all  causes,  at  all  ages,  belonging  to  the  District  was  131 
(66  males  and  65  females),  making  a Death  Rate  of  12.5  per  thousand  of  the  estimated  population.- 

The  Deaths  and  Death  Rates  for  the  past  five  years  were  as  follows : — 

1921  1922  1923  1924  1925 

Deaths  ...  135  126  110  140  131 

Death  Rates  13.0  12.1  10.5  13.3  12.5 

Infantile  Mortality.  There  were  10  deaths  amongst  infants  under  one  year  of  age  (8  males 
and  2 females),  making  a Death  Rate  of  55.8  on  the  registered  births.  Of  these,  5 were  due  to  prematurity 
malnutrition  and  congenital  malformations.  There  were  no  deaths  from  Measles,  Whooping  Cough  or 
Diarrhoea. 

The  proportion  of  deaths  under  one  year  to  births  for  the  last  five  years  was  — 

1921  1922  1923  1924  1925 

36.5  42.32  48.9  48.0  55.8 

Deaths  from  Infectious  Diseases.  There  were  4 deaths  from  infectious  diseases  during  the 
year,  including  deaths  from  all  forms  of  Tuberculosis,  making  a Death  Rate  of  .37  per  thousand  of  the 
estimated  population. 

The  total  Deaths  and  Death  Rates  from  infectious  diseases  for  the  past  five  years  were : — 

1921  1922  1923  1924  1925 

Totals  ...  16  9 7 9 4 

Death  Rates  1.5  .86  .8  .8  .37 


Deaths  from  all  other  causes  were  127,  or  12.1  per  thousand  of  the  estimated  population.  The 
principal  causes  of  deaths  and  death  rates  for  the  past  five  years  were : — 


Bronchitis, 

Pleurisy, 

Pneumonia 

Heart 

Disease 

Injury 

Cancer 

Other 

Causes 

Totals 

Death 

Rates 

1921 

3 

20 

2 

13 

80 

118 

11.3 

1922 

2 

15 

5 

17 

78 

117 

11.2 

1923 

10 

17 

3 

15 

56 

101 

9.6 

1924 

16 

24 

4 

21 

63 

128 

12.1 

1925 

15 

24 

1 

20 

67 

127 

12.1 

The  Amount  of  Poor  Law  Relief.  The  amount  paid  in  Out-relief  for  the  year  was  £4667. 
There  is  now  no  Poor  Law  Institution  in  the  area.  Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  Guardians  of 
the  Samford  Union  whereby  persons  requiring  Institutional  care  are  admitted  to  their  house  at  Tattingstone. 


HOSPITALS 

provided  or  subsidised  by  the  Local  Authority  or  County  Council. 

Tuberculosis.  The  County  Sanatorium  is  at  Bury  St.  Edmunds,  and  outside  the  area  of  the 
Local  Authority.  It  is  provided  by  the  County  Council  and  is  available  for  patients  from  any  part  of  the 
County. 

Maternity.  There  is  a lying-in  ward  at  the  Bury  and  West  Suffolk  Hospital  at  Bury  St.  Edmunds, 
and  at  the  Ipswich  and  East  Suffolk  Hospital  at  Ipswich,  both  of  which  are  available  for  abnormal  cases. 

Children.  There  is  no  Children’s  Hospital. 

Fever.  There  is  no  hospital  for  Fever  patients  in  the  District.  Arrangements  have  been  made 
with  the  Bosmere  and  Claydon  Rural  District  Council  to  admit  cases  of  infectious  diseases  from  this  District 
to  their  hospital  at  Barham.  These  arrangements  have  been  working  for  about  three  years  and  have  been 
satisfactory. 

Small  Pox.  The  hospital  for  Small  Pox  is  at  Bury  St.  Edmunds,  and  any  cases  occurring  in  the 
District  would  be  isolated  at  that  institution.  No  Small  Pox  cases  occurred  during  the  year. 

Other  Hospitals.  The  Bury  and  West  Suffolk  situated  at  Bury  St.  Edmunds,  the  Ipswich  and 
East  Suffolk  situate  at  Ipswich,  and  St.  Leonard’s  at  Sudbury. 

Institutional  Provision  for  Unmarried  Mothers,  etc.  The  Poor  Law  Infirmary  at 
Tattingstone  is  used  as  required. 


AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

(a)  For  the  conveyance  of  infectious  cases  an  arrangement  has  been  made  with  the  East  Suffolk 
County  Council  for  the  hire  of  their  motor  ambulance. 

(b)  For  non-infectious  cases  there  are  ambulances  available  at  Ipswich  and  Bury  St.  Edmunds. 

CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 

There  are  no  maternity  and  child  welfare  centres,  the  parishes  being  too  scattered  to  make  it 
practicable.  Nursing  mothers  and  infants  are  visited  by  the  West  Suffolk  County  Council’s  health  visitors. 

Clinics  for  the  treatment  of  Venereal  Diseases  are  held  at  Bury  St.  Edmunds  and  Ipswich. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS. 

A local  part  time  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  a part  time  Sanitary  Inspector  and  a part  time  Asssistant 
Sanitary  Inspector. 

Contributions  under  the  Public  Health  Acts,  or  by  Exchequer  Grants,  are  made  towards  the  salaries 
of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  also  holds  the  office  of  Surveyor  of  Highways. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector  hold  the  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary 
Institute. 


PROFESSIONAL  NURSING  IN  THE  HOME. 

(a)  General.  The  greater  part  of  the  District  is  provided  with  nurses  under  the  Suffolk  Nursing 
Association,  with  the  aid  of  grants  from  the  West  Suffolk  County  Council.  These  nurses  combine  general 
nursing  with  maternity  work,  each  nurse  working  a group  of  from  three  to  four  parishes. 

(b)  For  Infectious  Diseases.  No  provision  is  made  for  nursing  cases  of  infectious  diseases  in 
the  home.  Some  cases  of  Tuberculosis  are  attended  by  the  district  nurses. 

Midwives.  See  (a)  above. 

CHEMICAL  WORK. 

Water  analysis  is  carried  out  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  Bacteriological  examinations  are 
made  by  the  Clinical  Research  Association,  London. 

LEGISLATION  IN  FORCE. 

The  Public  Plealth  Acts  (Amendment  Act)  1890,  applicable  provisions  by  section  50.  Infectious 
Diseases  Prevention  Act,  1890. 

Section  160  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  as  incorporate  or  relate  to  the  incorporation  of  provisions 
of  section  74  of  the  Towns  Improvement  Clauses  Act,  1874,  is  in  force  in  the  parishes  of  Bildeston,  Boxford, 
Lavenham  and  Monks  Eleigh. 

Building  Bye-laws  (Rural  Series). 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water.  Hitcham  has  a deep  bore  Well,  worked  with  a wind  pump,  and,  when  necessary,  an 
auxilary  petrol  engine.  The  water  is  carried  to  a reservoir  and  distributed  by  mains  and  stand  pipes.  The 
length  of  mains  is  3,740  yards,  the  number  of  houses  supplied  is  102. 

Whatfield  has  a deep  bore  Well,  with  water  tower,  mains  and  stand  pipes.  The  Well  is  worked 
by  a petrol  engined  pump.  Forty-two  houses  are  supplied  and  the  length  of  mains  is  660  yards. 

The  parishes  possessing  Public  Wells  are  Bildeston,  Cockfield,  Elmsett,  Groton,  Hitcham, 
Kettlebaston,  Lavenham,  Layham,  Lindsey,  Monks  Eleigh,  Polstead,  Wattisham  and  Whatfield.  Parishes 
dependent  on  Private  \\ffills  and  Ponds  are  Aldham,  Boxford,  Brent  Eleigh,  Brettenham,  Chelsworth, 
Kersey,  Milden,  Hedging,  Preston,  Thorpe  Morieux,  Hadleigh  Hamlet  and  Edwardstone. 

Naughton  has  an  enclosed  surface  reservoir. 


Water  Analysis.  Ten  samples  of  water  have  been  analysed  chemically,  one  of  which  was  found 
to  be  unsatisfactory.  Two  samples  were  analysed  bacteriologically,  one  of  which  was  found  to  be  unfit  for 
use. 

No  complaints  as  to  inefficiency  of  water  supply  have  been  received  during  the  year. 

During  the  drought  of  1921  it  was  found  necessary  to  cart  and  distribute  water  for  domestic  purposes 
in  the  parishes  of  Aldham,  Bildeston,  Brettenham,  Cockfield,  Kettlebaston,  Naughton,  Preston  and 
Wattisham.  The  Council’s  Water  Works  at  Hitcham  and  Whatfield  were  utilised  for  this  purpose  as  far 
as  possible.  The  Sanitary  Inspector  was  authorised,  immediately  a shortage  of  water  was  reported,  to  make 
arrangements  for  a supply  by  cartage.  For  a short  period  of  1922,  Brettenham  reported  a shortage  again 
and  the  same  arrangements  were  adopted.  From  that  year  to  the  present  time  there  has  been  no  shortage. 

Rivers  and  Streams.  Pollution  see  below. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage.  There  are  only  four  parishes  which  possess  public  Sewers,  namely, 
Bildeston,  Boxford,  Lavenham  and  Monks  Eleigh.  These  all  discharge  into  the  neighbouring  streams. 
During  1921,  1922  and  1923,  streams  to  a total  length  of  about  30  miles  were  thoroughly  cleaned  out  under 
an  unemployment  scheme,  engineered  by  the  River  Stour  Drainage  Board. 

Closet  Accommodation.  The  approximate  numbers  are : — Pail  Closets  932,  Privies  1803, 
W.C.s  72.  Where  scavenging  systems  are  in  force,  special  attention  is  given  to  the  conversion  of  privy 
vaults  into  pail  closets.  Five  privies  have  been  converted  into  pail  closets,  and  12  new  pail  closets  have 
been  erected  during  the  year. 

Scavenging.  Systems  of  night  soil  collection  are  in  force  in  Bildeston,  Boxford  and  Lavenham. 
The  soil  is  disposed  of  on  land  so  as  not  to  constitute  a nuisance.  House  refuse  is  not  collected,  being 
usually  disposed  of  on  gardens  and  allotments. 

At  Bildeston  and  Lavenham,  old  tins  are  collected  twice  yearly. 


Sanitary  Inspection. — Summary  of  work  undertaken. 

Number  of  visits  paid  ...  ...  ...  ...  992 

Complaints  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Nuisances  detected  ...  ...  ...  ...  102 

Notices  served,  formal  ...  ...  ...  — 

,,  ,,  informal  ...  ...  ...  84 

Detail  of  Nuisances  dealt  with. 

Privies  and  cesspools  repaired  and  new  sanitary  pails  provided  ...  12 

Privies  converted  into  pail  closets  and  new  pail  closets  built  ...  12 

Privy  vaults  emptied  and  pails  in  a cleaner  state  ...  ...  12 

Ditches  and  bumby  holes  cleaned  and  altered  and  yards  cleaned  up  ...  20 

Drains  and  sinks  made,  repaired  and  trapped  ...  ...  8 

Cottages  cleaned  ...  ...  ...  ■ ...  2 

Pigstyes  cleaned  and  refuse  heaps  removed  ...  ...  2 

Workshops  cleaned  and  repaired  ...  ...  ...  1 

Animals  kept  so  as  to  be  a nuisance  ...  ...  ...  1 

Ponds  and  wells  cleaned  out  and  pumps  repaired  ...  ...  6 

Water  spouts  and  guttering  repaired  and  provided  ...  ...  2 

Cottages  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 

Outstanding  nuisances  and  repairs  ...  ...  ...  13 

Smoke  abatement.  No  action  has  been  taken. 


PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS 
which  can  be  controlled  by  Bye  Laws  and  Regulations. 

One  licensed  Knacker’s-yard.  These  premises  exist  at  Kettlebaston  and  have  been  satisfactorily 
conducted. 

Outworkers’  Premises.  There  are  now  only  8.  These  are  at  Boxford  and  Polstead,  and  the 
work  carried  on  is  Tailoring.  Inspections  are  made  half-yearly. 

There  are  no  offensive  trades,  nor  hop-pickers  or  similar  lodgings,  neither  are  there  any  underground 
sleeping  places. 


SCHOOLS. 

The  Public  Elementary  Schools  were  all  inspected  during  the  year. 

HOUSING. 

I.  General  Housing  Conditions. 

1.  The  conditions  generally  must  be  regarded  as  below  the  desired  standard.  In  two  parishes,  viz : — 
Brettenham  and  Edwardstone,  conditions  are  better  than  in  the  other  parishes.  Most  of  the  property 
is  old  and  let  at  low  rentals,  frequently  at  less  than  3/-  per  week. 

With  the  high  cost  of  repairs  and  heavy  rates,  many  owners  have  no  return  on  their  property  and 
consequently  cannot  keep  their  houses  up  to  a good  condition. 

2.  (a)  There  is  a shortage  of  houses  of  the  three  bedroom  type. 

In  view  of  the  bad  trade  of  the  factories  at  Lavenham,  and  the  decreasing  number  engaged  directly 
and  indirectly  in  agriculture  and  village  industries,  no  increase  of  the  population  is  expected. 

(b)  Under  the  Housing  and  Town  Planning,  etc.,  Act,  1909,  four  cottages  of  the  parlour  type,  in 
blocks  of  two,  were  built  at  W^hatfield.  These  are  let  at  rentals  of  4/4  per  week,  owners  paying 
rates.  All  are  occupied  by  people  of  the  working  classes. 


Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act,  1919.  Under  this  Act,  38  houses  were  erected  in  various  parts  of 
the  District.  Twelve  of  these,  at  Lavenham,  are  of  the  parlour  type,  all  the  others  non-parlour. 
All  have  three  bedrooms.  The  rents  vary  from  5/-  to  10/-  per  week,  occupiers  paying  rates.  Rates 
vary  from  2/-  to  2/6  per  week.  Owing  to  the  high  rents,  few  of  these  houses  are  occupied  by  the 
people  they  were  originally  intended  for. 

Housing  Act,  1923.  The  Council  have  formulated  no  scheme  whereby  they  undertake  the  erection 
of  houses  themselves,  but  they  have  sought  and  obtained  permission  for  the  granting  of  lump  sum 
subsidies  of  £76/18/6  in  respect  to  each  of  10  houses  to  be  erected  by  private  enterprise.  Of  these, 

4 are  now  completed  and  3 others  are  under  construction.  Assistance  by  way  of  loans  under  Section 

5 is  also  made  available.  Two  loans  of  £400  and  £300  respectively,  have  been  granted,  in  each  case 
for  a period  of  20  years.  Two  further  applications  are  under  consideration. 

Housing  Act,  1924.  Four  houses,  in  blocks  of  two,  are  being  erected  by  the  Council,  at  Wattisham. 
These  are  of  the  non-parlour  type.  The  all-in  cost  will  be  about  £420  each.  The  rents  have  not  yet 
been  fixed.  Probably  they  will  be  5/-  per  week,  owners  paying  rates.  At  that  rent  the  Council  will 
have  a loss  on  each  house  of  from  £6  a year. 

3.  There  has  been  no  changes  of  importance  in  the  population  and  none  is  anticipated. 

H.  Overcrowding. 

1.  Extent.  Overcrowding  exists  to  the  extent  of  about  1.5%.  There  is  no  lodger  trouble  and  no 
serious  overcrowding  except  in  the  parish  of  Wattisham. 

2.  Causes.  Due  to  size  of  family,  and  at  Wattisham,  to  the  destruction,  by  fire,  of  3 cottages,  whereby 
two  large  families  are  living  in  a house  only  large  enough  for  one  ordinary  family. 

3.  Measures  Taken.  The  provision,  at  Wattisham,  of  4 houses. 

4.  Principal  Cases.  See  2 above. 

HI.  Fitness  of  Houses. 

1.  (a)  General  Standard.  A large  proportion  are  old  and  of  lath  and  plaster  and  thatch  construction, 

with  attic  bedrooms,  having  no  fireplace. 

(6)  General  Character  of  Defects.  The  chief  defects  are : bad  conditions  of  roofs  and 
walls,  dampness,  insufficient  lighting  and  ventilation  and  bad  paving  of  yards. 

(c)  Owners,  generally,  take  an  interest  in  the  care  of  their  property.  There  are  very  few  dirty 
tenants. 

2.  General  action  taken  as  regards  unfit  houses  under — 

(a)  The  Public  Health  Acts.  General  inspections  are  made  as  thought  necessary  or  on  receipt 
of  a complaint. 

(b)  The  Housing  Acts.  One  or  two  parishes  each  year  are  inspected  and  recorded  under  the 
Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  1910.  All  defects  found  are  first  dealt  with 
by  informal  notices  and  in  nearly  all  cases  the  repairs  are  attended  to  without  the  necessity 
of  Statutory  proceedings. 


HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1925. 
Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  the  year : — 


A.  Total 

B.  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts 

(1)  By  the  Local  Authority 

(2)  By  other  bodies  or  persons 

I.  Unfit  Dwelling  Houses. 

Inspection — (1)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing  defects 

(under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  229 

2.  Number  of  houses  inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of 

District)  Regulations,  1910  ...  ...  ...  126 

3.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to 

health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  1 

4.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  the  above)  found  not  to  be  in  all 

respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  45 

I I.  Remedy  of  defects. 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by 

Local  Authority  or  their  officers  ...  ...  37 

HI.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A.  Proceedings  under  section  3 of  the  Housing  Act,  1925 — 

1.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served  requiring 

repairs  ...  •••  ••• 

2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit : — 

A.  by  Owners  ...  ...  ... 

B.  by  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ••• 

3.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  became  operative 

in  pursuance  of  declaration  by  owners  of  intention  to  close  ...  — 


Completed 

9 


In  course 
of  erection 
4 


B.  Proceeding  under  Public  Health  Acts — 

1.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served  requiring 

defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  — 

2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied ; — 

A.  by  Owners  ...  ...  ...  — 

B.  by  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  — 

C.  Proceedings  under  sections  11,  14  and  15  of  the  Housing  Act,  1925 — 

1.  Number  of  representations  made  with  a view  to  the  making  of  Closing  Orders  1 

2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  1 

3.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined, 

the  houses  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  — 

4.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  — 

5.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  — 

INSPECTION  OF  FOOD. 

A.  Milk  Supply.  There  are  no  milk  shops  in  the  District.  There  are  14  registered  Wholesale  Traders 

or  Producers  of  milk  and  11  registered  Retail  Purveyors. 

The  cowsheds  and  dairies  are  inspected  regularly.  Some  of  the  cowsheds  are  old  buildings  and  have 
been  converted  from  some  other  use,  these  are  not  up  to  a good  standard  but  have  been  kept  in  a 
cleanly  condition.  Except  in  very  bad  weather,  the  cows  are  habitually  turned  out  to  grass. 

(i) .  Action  taken  as  to  Tuberculosis  cattle. — Inspections  are  made  by  the  Veterinary  Inspector  of  the 

Local  Authority,  under  the  Diseases  of  Animals  Act,  1894  to  1925,  for  East  and  West  Suffolk. 

(ii) .  Number  of  Licenses  granted  for  the  sale  of  milk  under  special  designations. — No  applications  for 

licenses  have  been  received. 

B.  Meat. 

(i) .  Meat  inspection.  This  is  carried  out  regularly  and  visits  are  paid  at  the  time  of  slaughter  as  often 

as  possible,  but  when  it  is  considered  that  there  are  23  slaughter  houses  in  the  area  and  some  as  wide 
apart  as  15  miles,  and  many  may  be  slaughtering  on  the  same  day  and  time,  it  is  obvious  that  only  a 
small  proportion  of  the  carcases  can  be  inspected  before  being  taken  away  from  the  slaughter  houses. 
Meat  marking  has  not  been  adopted.  Diseased  meat  is  usuallj'  buried  in  lime,  no  destructor  being 
available  at  a short  distance. 

(ii) .  There  are  no  meat  stalls  or  stores.  Shops  and  vehicles  are  regularly  inspected  and  have  usually 

been  found  satisfactory. 

(iii) .  There  are  no  public  slaughter  houses. 

Private  slaughter  houses  in  use  : — 

In  1920 

Registered  ...  14 

Licensed  ...  — 


Total  14  14  23 

Number  of  visits  to  slaughter  houses  ...  ...  102 

Number  of  condemnations  ...  ...  ...  13 

Amount  of  meat  condemned,  approximately,  9941bs. 

C.  Other  Foods.  There  has  been  no  prosecution  during  the  year. 

There  are  10  bakehouses,  all  above  ground  and  in  satisfactory  condition.  They  are  inspected  half- 
yearl3^ 

In  1915  there  were  28  bakehouses  in  use  in  the  area.  In  1920  they  were  reduced  to  18.  The 
reduction  to  the  present  number  has  been  brought  about  mainly  by  competition  from  large  firms  from 
Ipswich  and  other  towns,  made  possible  by  the  use  of  the  motor  deliver^'  van. 

D.  No  cases  of  food  poisoning  have  been  reported. 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Diphtheria.  During  1921  there  was  a large  outbreak  of  Diphtheria,  at  Hitcham — 31  cases — 
1 death.  This  was  traced  to  a carrier,  and  when  he  had  been  efficiently  dealt  with  there  were  no  further 
cases  in  that  parish.  A small  outbreak  occurred  at  Bildeston  during  1923.  All  school  children  were 
examined,  but  no  carrier  was  discovered.  The  outbreak  subsided  on  isolation  of  all  contacts  and  patients, 
since  when,  no  cases  have  been  notified.  There  is  always  a supply  of  Anti-toxin  on  hand,  and,  in  cases  of 
doubt,  used  before  the  case  is  confirmed  bacteriologically.  Swabs  of  nose  and  throat  are  sent  to  the  County 
Council  Laboratory  at  Bury  St.  Edmunds. 

Enteric  Fever.  There  was  a serious  outbreak  of  Enteric  Fever  in  the  parish  of  Layham  during 
the  months  of  August,  September  and  October  of  1922.  The  origin  of  this  was  traceable  to  the  pollution 
of  the  stream  by  excreta  from  the  first  case.  The  occupants  of  the  houses  where  the  subsequent  cases 
occurred,  were  all  in  the  habit  of  using  the  water  from  the  stream  for  drinking  purposes.  A temporary 
hospital  was  equipped  and  staffed  in  the  disused  parish  schoolroom.  Seven  of  the  cases  were  treated  there 
and  two  at  home.  All  the  cases  recovered.  Following  this  outbreak,  two  new  public  Wells  were  sunk  and 
a satisfactory  supply  of  water  provided.  In  1923,  two  more  cases  occurred  in  the  same  parish,  probably  a 
residuum  from  the  previous  epidemic,  occurring  in  the  same  houses.  Two  further  cases  were  reported  in 
1924.  These  probably  arose  from  faulty  water  supply,  as  the  well  water  being  used  by  these  particular 
cases  was  found  to  be  contaminated.  The  well  was  closed  for  a time  and  thoroughly  cleaned  out  and 
repaired.  One  case  of  Paratyphoid  has  been  reported  during  1925.  This  was  at  Hadleigh  Hamlet  and  the 
case  recovered.  The  well  water  was  found  to  be  contaminated  by  sewage  leaking  from  a soil  drain.  The 
drainage  arrangements  were  all  relaid  in  another  direction  and  the  well  closed. 


In  January,  1925 
14 


In  December,  1925 
23 


Erysipelas.  1922,  four  cases,  no  deaths.  1923,  two  cases,  no  deaths.  1925,  four  cases,  1 death. 

Scarlet  Fever.  Outbreaks  have  not  been  serious.  Cases  are  sent  to  Isolation  hospital,  unless 
they  can  be  properly  isolated  and  treated  at  home.  No  deaths  have  occurred  during  the  period  under  review 
and  no  return  cases  have  been  recorded. 

Pneumonia.  1921,  three  cases,  3 deaths.  1922,  five  cases,  2 deaths.  1923,  one  case,  no  deaths. 
1924,  seven  cases,  no  deaths.  1925,  ten  cases,  6 deaths. 

Anthrax.  One  case  of  this  disease  occurred  at  Lavenham,  in  1925,  the  patient  being  a worker  in 
a horsehair  dressing  factory.  The  patient  was  treated  at  home  with  Sclavo’s  Serum,  supplied  by  the  Local 
Authority,  and  recovered. 

General.  Any  material  can  be  examined  at  the  County  Council  Laboratory  at  Bury  St.  Edmunds. 
All  houses  where  infectious  diseases  have  occurred  are  disinfected  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector.  This  is  done 
by  the  use  of  a Formalin  Spray  or  Formalin  Vapour  Lamps. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS) 

during  the  year  1925. 


Disease 

Total  cases  notified 

Cases  admitted  to  Hospital 

Total  Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

12 

4 

— 

Paratyphoid  

1 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

10 

— 

6 

Erysipelas  

4 

— 

1 

Anthrax  

1 

— 

— 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

New  cases  and  mortality  during  1925. 


New 

cases 

Deaths 

Age  Periods 

Pulmonary 

Non- Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

N on  - P ulmonary 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0 

1 

5 

1 

1 

11 

1 

10  

1 

1 

1 

15  

1 

1 

20  

25  

35  

45  

55  

65  and  upwards 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Totals 

3 

2 

14 

1 

3 

Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925.  No  action  taken. 
Public  Health  Act,  1925,  Section  62.  No  action  taken. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum.  None  Notified. 


J.  C.  A.  RIGBY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


